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discontent. Russia's total casualties in World War I were officially estimated at slightly over 7 million men; included in this figure were 644,000 dead, 2,589,000 wounded, and 3,638,000 prisoners of war and missing. The peasants, who bore the brunt of these huge losses, never understood the purpose of the war, and after the excitement of the opening weeks of the struggle was over showed disinclination to continue the sacrifices. In the summer of 1915 Prince Shcherbatov, the minister of the interior, informed the council of ministers that "the calling of new classes is becoming more and more difficult. The police are unable to deal with the large number of men who are trying to evade military service. Men are hiding in the woods and in the fields." The minister expressed the fear that if new classes of the reserve were called the government "would not get a single man'' unless—and this was an unwarranted assumption characteristic of the upper-class approach—the draft were sanctioned by the Duma. Observers in close touch with the rural community, moreover, did not share the optimistic conclusions quoted above concerning the effects of the war upon the peasantry. According to a secret report by the state police department, a document of unusual astuteness and foresight that was prepared in October, 1916, and published subsequently by the Soviet government, "the high cost of living is felt in the villages as keenly as in the towns; and here it is accompanied by rumors even more extravagant than those circulated in the cities. . . . The attitude of rural Russia towards the war has been negative from the very beginning because, more than the cities and towns, it felt the departure of mobilized men. Now it has lost all faith in the successful issue of the war, . . . Everybody is impatiently waiting for the end of this 'damned war/ . . , There is a marked increase in hostile feelings among the peasants not only against the government but also against all other social groups." Even if some of the premises on which the authors of the report based their conclusions are questionable (for instance, the assertion that the rural community was more adversely affected by the war than were the cities), the general picture of the attitude of the peasants presented in the report is judicious and true to facts.
A modern conscript army is a cross section of the population. In Russia it was, of necessity, a peasant army connected by innumerable intimate ties with the rural community and sharing its sorrows, forebodings, and hopes. The peasant soldier had even more compelling reasons than the peasant farmer to look askance at the war. The low

